
Promoting Pollinator Survival in Your Yard and Town 

To restore and protect Weston's wild pollinators, we are launching a community-wide initiative to help 
homeowners, families and naturalists make positive changes in their yards. Make Way For Pollinators 
provides an easy way to think about the spectrum of impactful actions that either promote or threaten 
pollinator survival. 

Pollinator Actions Guide

Green Light Actions Greatest Benefit  
• Plant a diversity of native plants, shrubs and 

trees, grown locally and specific to your 
region, that provide abundant pollen and 
nectar for a variety of pollinator species from 
early spring through late fall.  

• Provide water. Maintain “bird baths” or natural 
watering holes for insects to safely access water 
and soil minerals. 

• Encourage nesting by building small brush 
piles, leaving safely decaying trees, and 
composting leaves on your property. Leave 
plant stalks and seed heads for overwintering 
birds and insects. 

• Eliminate or reduce the use pesticides and 
chemical fertilizers that contribute to 
pollinator death and decline.

Yellow Light Actions Significant Benefit 
• Avoid cultivars and non-native plants. 

Cultivars are often sterile and lack the quality of 
nectar or pollen that native plants provide; and 
non-natives, (like Purple Loosestrife or Butterfly 
Bush/Buddleia) while attractive to many 
pollinators, serve little to no ecological value. 

• Reduce the frequency of lawn-mowing and 
leaf-blowing.   

• Consider replacing some of your lawn (a 
green desert for pollinators) with a native plant 
garden or alternative no-mow, native sedge 
grass that will beautify your landscape while 
supporting native pollinators and other wildlife. 
(See plant list)    

Red Light Actions Destructive or Harmful  
• The use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers 

on lawns and plants.  
• Planting seeds and plants treated with 

systemic pesticides, such as neonicotinoids.  

Whenever 
possible 

eliminate use 
of pesticides 
and chemical 

fertilizers!  



Consider Becoming a Pollinator Host 

The COVID-19 crisis demonstrates how quickly we can adapt to our environment and make changes that 
protect ourselves, our families and each other. Many of us are already spending more time outside, 
gardening and exercising in nature. Let’s use this time productively to make our landscapes healthier for our 
wild pollinator friends too. 

How to Get Started
• Plant a few native trees or shrubs that provide food and shelter for many pollinators, beneficial insects, 

and other wildlife.   
• Add 5-7 native plants to an existing garden bed, planter, or window box. 
• Replace a garden bed entirely with a mix of native plants and/or shrubs. 
• Create a whole new pollinator garden! Select 9 different species of native plants: 3 that are spring 

flowering, 3 that are summer-flowering, and 3 that bloom in the early fall. Buy 3-5 plants of each species 
and plant together in drifts to provide for easier foraging.  

• Use our Plant Guides for choosing an assortment of native plants that will attract a diversity of wild 
pollinators throughout the growing season.   

• Pledge to avoid pesticides and neonicotinoid- treated seeds and plants. 
• Reduce mowing to once, every two to three weeks, and keep lawn mower blades at their highest setting. 

Spring Plant Guide 
Amelanchier laevis, Alleghany serviceberry  
Aquilegia canadensis, Wild red columbine  
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi, Red bearberry  
Carex pennsylvanica, Pennsylvania sedge 
Desmodium canadense, Showy tick trefoil  
Geranium maculatum, American cranesbill  
Lindera benzoin, Northern spicebush  
Lupinus perennis, Wild lupine (Sundial)   
Penstemon digitalis, Foxglove beardtongue  
Phlox divaricata, Sweet William 
Polygonatum, Solomon’s seal 
Rosa Carolina, Carolina rose  
Salix discolor, Pussy willow  
Vaccinium pallidum, Early lowbush blueberry  
Vibernum acerifolium L., Maple leaf viburnum 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LIBE3
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LIBE3


To JOIN US or learn more please email at westonplantpollinatoralliance@gmail.com. 

For more detailed plant information please visit. 
www.nativeplanttrust.org 

pollinator.org 
grownativemass.org 

https://beecology.wpi.edu/website/home

Summer Plant Guide 
Asclepias tuberosa, Butterfly milkweed  
Asclepius syriaca, Common milkweed  
Baptisia australis, False blue indigo  
Baptisia tinctoria, Yellow wild indigo  
Chamerion angustifolium, Fireweed  
Eupatorium perfoliatum, Boneset  
Eutrochium maculatum, Spotted Joe-Pye weed  
Lobelia cardinalis, Cardinal flower  
Monarda Fistulosa, Wild bergamot  
Monarda Punctata, Spotted bee balm  
Prunella vulgaris, Selfheal  
Rosa Virginiana, Virginia rose  
Rudbeckia hirta, Black Eyed Susan 
Spirea alba, White meadowsweet  
Veronica virginicum, Culver’s root 

Fall Plant Guide 
Ageratina altissima, White snakeroot  
Aster linariifolius, Stiff-leaved aster  
Aster novae-angliae, New England aster 
Coreopsis tripteris, Tall tickseed  
Echinacea purpurea, Purple coneflower  
Eurybia divaricata, Whitewood aster  
Solidago bicolor, White goldenrod  
Solidago juncea, Early goldenrod  
Solidago odora, Sweet goldenrod  
Symphotrichum cordiflorum, Blue wood aster  

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CHAN9
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